CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX
THE season of 1899 an<^ 1900 I played that delightful comedy, The Tyranny of Tears, by C. Haddon Chambers, This was one of the finest light comedies that I played. I revived it a few years ago, and it was equally successful then. When it was revived Chambers came over and made certain changes in the play to shorten it somewhat. There were certain scenes that were really unnecessary. In the last act some of the dialogue between the girl secretary and Parbury's friend were cut out. This did not disturb the play or the continuity of the action. It was done so that I might play the same evening Barrie's play, The Will. This bill was one of the most attractive that I ever played.
The role of Parbury, the novelist, in The Tyranny of Tears was a most grateful one. Isabel Irving was very good as the wife, and Ida Conquest made a great hit as Hyacinth Woodward, the novelist's amanuensis. In the revival Laura Hope Crewes was the wife and Mary Boland the secretary. had been before. We talked of those youthful days at the Arch Street Theatre and the very early Daly days.
